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Towns County’s Leader In Sports

KING
WHEREWE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. 
MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND DETAILS UNTIL 12.31.2024

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

�

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE

$54.95

*REBATE BY MAIL, POINTS ARE FORDPASS & = $125 | Expires 12/31/2024

BUY 4 SELECT TIRES &
EARN UP TO A $100 REBATE

OR 22,000 FORDPASS
POINTSOn these name brands: Goodyear, Michelin®, 

BFGoodrich®, Continental, General, Pirelli®, 
Hankook, Bridgestone, Falken and Toyo®.

EXPIRES 12/31/24 *Th e Ford Military and First Responder Tire Discount Program is available to active and retired 
Military and First Responders who purchase and have installed a set of four (4) qualifying tires are eligible to receive a 
discount of $80 off  participating brands at the time of installation. Participating brands are: Goodyear, Michelin®, BF-
Goodrich®, Continental, General, Pirelli®, Hankook, Bridgestone, Falken and Toyo®. Toyo passenger and light truck tires 
only; medium/commercial truck tires are not eligible. Th is discount is in addition to any other eligible discount, rebate 
or off er a dealer or tire manufacturer may already provide. Tires must be installed at a participating U.S. Ford Dealer, 
Lincoln Retailer or Quick Lane®. Prior authorization is necessary before work is performed and program-provided Hero 
Code must be presented at the time of purchase - ID.me account and validation are required. Hero Code is non-trans-
ferable and can only be used by the associated ID.me account holder. Additional details can be found here: Military and 
First Responders Tire Discount. Off er valid for tires purchased and installed thru 12/31/2024. Quick Lane® is a registered 
trademark of Ford Motor Company.

MILITARY & FIRST RESPONDERS
Receive an $80 instant discount with the 

purchase & installation of four select tires*

Indians headed to State, face Turner County in Round 1

The Indians have been 
playing big boy basketball in the 
last few games leading up to the 
state tourney, which opens Feb. 
18 or 19 at Turner County. 

On Friday Feb. 7, the 
boys took on Washington-Wil-
kes and in a tightly contested 
game they won 63–50. 

The Lady Indians season 
came to a close following a 54-
41 loss to Greene County in the 
first-round of the Region 8-A 
tournament.

In the boys win over 
Washington Wilkes, the Indi-
ans trailed by a point at the end 
of the first, but Towns was able 
to rebound and go into halftime 
with a 7-point lead. The teams 
traded the lead several times, 
but in the end, Towns scored 
26 points in the fourth quarter. 
The win allowed the Indians to 
advance to the state playoffs for 
the sixth year in a row.

 Tucker Engert led the 
scoring with 23 points and 
Cruz Kitchens scored 16 points. 
Dustin Barrett pitched in 10 and 
Jonas Rouse had 9 points. Ma-
son Pierson scored 3 points and 
Sam Sarafin scored two. 

“I’m so proud of the boys 

Freshman Tucker Engert went for 23, 21 and 29 points in three 
region tournament games. Photo/Lowell Nicholson
tonight. We locked up state 
with tonight’s game,” said head 
coach Brian Hunnicutt.

But Washington Wilkes 
was not the last battle to fight. 
On Thursday, Feb. 13th the boys 
took on Warren County and lost 
by a final score of 67-64. 

“Very, very proud of the 
boys’ effort tonight,” said Coach 
Hunnicutt. “Warren County 
has won this region for the last 
several years. They are atop of 
the state. We knew it would be 
a tough game and we just came 
up a little bit short. But I’m 

so proud of their effort. Twice 
tonight Warren stretched the 
lead to double digits and were 
going to pull away. But the boys 
fought back and made it a game. 
I couldn’t be more proud.”

The Indians made it a 
game at the end, but ultimately, 
Warren hit enough free throws 
to hold on.

 “At that point the clock 
is your worst enemy,” said 
Hunnicutt. 

Engert led the scoring 
with 21 points. Rouse had 18, 
Barrett had 13, Cruz had eight, 
Pierson had 2 points and Sarafin 
had two. 

“We played very, very 
hard. Played our guts out but 
just couldn’t overcome them,” 
said Hunnicutt. 

On Friday, Feb. 14th 
Towns took on Lincoln County 
and beat them for the third time, 
73–57. 

“This was a big, big win 
especially after the disappoint-
ment of Thursday’s last game 
we played for the region cham-
pionship,” said Coach Hun-
nicutt. “This was great game. 
This team has been in the state 
playoffs for the last four years 
in a row and they’ve put us out 
of the region tournament the 

By Shelly Knight
Staff Writer
Towns County Herald

Towns County Recreation
Department Senior (60+)
3 on 3 Basketball League

The Towns County Recreation Depart-
ment is starting a Senior (60+), 3 on 3 league. 
Thursday Mornings at 9 AM. $40 per person. 

The number of games are to be deter-
mined by the number of teams in the league. 

Sign-up individually, but the teams can be 
made. Please email tcrecchris@gmail.com for 
more details. T(Feb12,A2)JH

Shop with a Cop 
Bass Tournament 
Fundraiser

Shop With a Cop Bass 
Tournament Fundraiser on 
March 29th at Ledfords Cha-
pel Boat Ramp. Entry fee: $70 
prior to March 29th or $90 at 
the ramp. Register by emailing 
Bronson.Kirby@andrewsnc.
gov. T(Feb12,A2)JH

last two years so to beat them 
for the third time this year kind 
of seems like redemption. Ob-
viously, they came out ready to 
play and had a lead on us at the 
half. The third quarter made all 
the difference. I think we out-
scored them by 15 points. We 
challenged the boys at halftime. 
We knew what they had in them. 
They just played magnificently 
and I’m just so proud of them. 

Engert led Towns with 29 
points, followed by Rouse with 
14. Kitchens scored 13 points 
and Barrett netted 12 points. 
Sarafin had three and Pierson 
scored two. John Durham added 
some good defense in a team 
effort. 

Towns has secured third 
place Region 8-A and will chal-
lenge second-seeded Turner 
County this coming Tuesday or 
Wednesday, depending on how 
other match-ups play out.  

“It’ll be a tough task, 
going all the way down there 
playing in their home gym and 
so far from home but the one 
good thing about being in this 
region is it prepares our kids for 
long trips. We do it every week,” 
said Hunnicutt. 

“For most kids around 
the state, when playoffs start 
it’s a unique experience having 
to travel for three or four hours. 
For our kids it’s just another 
weeknight. If the boys win this 
next contest, we will move on 
to the “Sweet Sixteen.”  

Whatever happens the 
Towns county boys have shown 
incredible athleticism and re-
silience this season, while they 
have put on some amazing 
shows for an adoring crowd.

Young Harris College 
Men’s and Women’s Bas-
ketball teams both defeated 
Southern Wesleyan soundly in 
the Harp Recreation and Com-
mencement Center on Tues-
day, Feb. 11.

The women put up a 
dominant and historic perfor-
mance, getting past the War-
riors with a final score of 99-
69. The Mountain Lions had 
an impressive six athletes in 
double-digit figures; 99 to-
tal points, 17 players with 
3-pointers, and 29 assists are 
all new records for Young Har-
ris Women’s Basketball in Di-
vision II program history!

On the men’s side, YH 
fended off a late push from 
SWU and won with a final 
score of 78-68 for another 
home win.

Wo m e n ’s  L a c r o s s e 
picked up their first win of the 
year in a 18-13 victory over 
Converse University on the 
road Feb. 12. Riley Parker led 
the charge with an astound-
ing offensive performance, 
recording seven goals and two 
assists to fuel Young Harris to 
the win. 

YH Baseball’s Kade 
Smallwood was awarded 
NCBWA Southeast Region 
Player of the Week and Con-
ference Carolinas Player of the 
Week accolades. The sopho-
more designated hitter hailing 
from Flowery Branch, Geor-
gia, delivered an outstanding 
offensive performance for the 
Mountain Lions during their 
four games in the inaugural 
Conference Carolinas/South 
Atlantic Conference/Peach 
Belt Conference series this 
season.

Smallwood was a force 
at the plate, hitting an impres-
sive .529 while launching 
three home runs, driving in 
10 runs, and crossing the plate 
five times. 

Junior midfielder Evan 
Anderson picked up Confer-
ence Carolinas Defensive 
Player of the Week honors af-
ter playing a major role in the 

YHC Athletics chalk up team, individual victories

YH Men’s Lacrosse victory 
over Tusculum. He scooped 
up 17 groundballs and went 
24-27 in face-offs.

Senior attackman Tom-
my Chriszt was named the 
Conference Carolinas Player 
of the Week after scoring five 
goals and adding five assists 
over the weekend as well. 
Collectively, Anderson and 
Chriszt were named to the 
USILA Men’s Lacrosse Team 
of the Week for their impres-
sive efforts.

YH Baseball was set 
to take on the University of 
North Georgia in the Battle 
of Blood Mountain after press 
time on Feb. 18, first pitch 
scheduled for 3 p.m. Also, be 
on the lookout for the Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony 
that is happening at the Men’s 
Basketball game vs King Uni-
versity on Feb. 19! Tip-off for 
the women is scheduled for 5 
p.m., and 7 p.m. for the men.

Kade Smallwood

Courtney Davis with Ball Possession for the Mountain Lions

Wresting: Jack Stowers places sixth at State 
By Shelly Knight
Staff Writer
Towns County Herald

Jefferson - Towns Coun-
ty sent five grapplers to the 
state qualifier the week of Feb. 
10th. 

“We were only able to 
get one wrestler through: Jack 
Stowers,” said Coach Clay 
Livingston. 

“Overall, wewrestled 
pretty well, but this tournament 
was one of the toughest and 
deepest qualifiers I have ever 
been to. As far as I can tell, 
wrestling is the only sport in 
Class A where D1 and D2 are 
combined. We also compete 
against private schools. It was 
disappointing not to get more 
kids through, but I am proud 
of the way they competed and 
how much all of the kids im-
proved over the course of the 
season.” 

Stowers competed in 
the State tournament held in 
Macon on February 13-14, 
finishing sixth at 165 lbs. 

 “He overcame a first-

round loss to win three match-
es and make it to the medal 
rounds. It was one of the more 
gritty and impressive perfor-
mances I have ever seen at the 
state tourney,” Livingston said.

“Last year, he came up 
just short of the medal round 
and this year he was dominant 
in the blood round to punch his 
ticket to a spot on the podium, 
beating Gordon Lee 11–0. We 
look forward to his senior year 
and hopefully a chance at the 
finals. 

“Overall, it was a very 
successful year. We will sorely 
miss senior Nick Vargas, not 
only for all of the team points 
he racked up, but even more so 
for his leadership and presence 
in the practice room. 

“We have four sectional 
qualifiers coming back and 
many who were close and some 
solid middle school kids com-
ing up. We are excited about 
the possibilities next year. 

“I would like to thank 
Jack Stowers for all of his sac-
rifices this year for our program 
and the parents for all of their 
hard work fundraising and sup-
porting our wrestlers.”

Jack Stowers

Jonas Rouse averaged nearly 14 points a game in Towns County’s 
three region tournament games last week. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Young Harris College Athletics

HOME EVENTS
February 19-February 25

Wednesday, February 19
Women’s Basketball vs King at 5:00pm
Men’s Basketball vs King at 7:00pm

Friday, February 21
Men’s Tennis vs Lander at 2:00pm

Saturday, February 22
Men’s Lacrosse vs Lander at 1:00pm
Women’s Tennis vs Lander at 1:00pm

Monday, February 24
Women’s Basketball vs Chowan at 5:00pm
Men’s Basketball vs Chowan at 7:00pm

Follow YHC Athletics
www.yhcathletics.com

@yhcathletics @YHCAthleticsfacebook.com/yhcathletics


